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Left: MEC Ravi Pillay handing over school uniform to Phila Mhlongo. Right: Learners at Mzwangedwa High School 

welcoming the MEC   

 
The first Operation Sukuma Sakhe (OSS) for the year 2016 was held on Wednesday 

the 27th of January 2016, at KwaMaphumulo under Ilembe Disrict. The entire 

KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Cabinet led by the Premier, Mr Senzo Mchunu was 

deployed throughout the District, visiting government projects and interacting with 

the community of KwaMaphumulo. Operation Sukuma Sakhe has since its inception 

been successful in all efforts to fast track service delivery.  

MEC for Human Settlements and Public Works, Mr Ravigasen Pillay was deployed 

at Ward 3 of Mphise area. The first project visited was Mzwangedwa High School 

where an intensive discussion and deliberation by the MEC, the school principal and 

members of the school governing body was undertaken. The core of the discussion 

focussed on achievements and challenges experienced by the school. In his briefing, 

the acting principal, Mr SJ Mabaso highlighted an achievement of 64% matric pass 

rate which was registered at 12% in 2014. There are a great number of challenges 

faced by this rural school, namely the shortage of teachers, this hinders the chances 

of a bigger improvement of the pass rate. Another challenge is the lack of resources 

e.g. there is no science laboratory, library and the school is being vandalised which 

makes it difficult for learners to put into practice what they have been thought in 

theory. The lack of transport and the bad road conditions are a great concern as 

some learners walk close to 20km to school.  



In his response after the briefing, MEC Pillay applauded the school for the 

improvement in the pass rate. However, he emphasized the fact that this does not 

mean that 64% is enough. “Whenever you do well, one must set higher targets and 

horizons” he emphasised.  Mr Pillay assured the principal that he will report the 

challenges to all relevant MECs and made a commitment that the Department of 

Public Works will fix the broken windows that have been vandalised. He also 

donated 10 full sets of school uniforms to 10 deserving learners identified by the 

acting principal. The sets of uniform comprised of school shoes, shirts, socks, pants, 

jerseys and skirts. During his address the MEC encouraged the learners, especially 

the matriculants to study hard despite the difficult circumstances. 

 

Mr Ravi Pillay speaking to the team leader of the Nunu Garden Project Ms Nomsa Cele. Right: The participants of the 
Nunu Garden Project hard at work. 

 

 

The second session was a visit to the Nunu Garden Project situated in the Mphise 

area around Ward 3. The project is one of five projects which was identified and 

prioritised by the former KZN Premier Dr Zweli Mkhize. The garden was established 

over a decade ago by community members with the assistance of an agricultural 

advisor from the Department of Agriculture and in the year 2010/2011 season, the 

Office of the Premier has been involved to champion the implementation of the 

project. The size of the land for this project is 4ha of a fully fenced land with an 

irrigation pump. The main objective of this project is to produce vegetables and 

agronomic crops in large quantities that are sold at the markets around Ilembe 

District. Project participants are the main beneficiaries and receive an equal share of 

the profit annually. According to research done by the district economist, the project 

can be sustainable and has great potential to grow and create more job opportunities 



for the local community. Not all is smooth sailing at Nunu Garden Project as the 

participants voiced out their frustration over the current draught and not having 

storage for the irrigation pump, “We sometimes cannot harvest due to this draught, 

sometimes the water that we get from the nearby river is not sufficient enough to 

sustain our crops,” says Nomsa Cele, a committed participant. MEC Pillay assured 

the participants that he will forward their list of challenges to the Department of 

Agriculture. 

 

Above: MEC for Human Settlements and Public Works Mr Ravi Pillay during an address at Mphise Community Hall 

with guests (on the right)  listening attentively 

The final session was a community engagement which took place at Mphise 

Community Hall where members of the community eagerly awaited to be addressed 

by the MEC. During the interaction, the community was afforded opportunities to 

pose questions and also voice their grievances and appraisals to Mr Pillay. In his 

introductory phase, the Ward 3 Councillor, Mr Bhekuyise Mtshali welcomed all. “The 

community of Mphise acknowledges and commends the government for all the 

development that they have implemented in our area however it is still a work in 

progress” he said. The main challenge in this area is the lack of water mainly due to 

the draught. “We are suffering, there is hardly any water left in our river due to the 

current draught and the water taps that are on the road are not helping since the 

thieves always steal them,” said Thembelihle Ngcobo from Esihlushwaneni. In his 

address the MEC assured the gathering that he will forward all registered grievances 

to the cabinet. He also reminded the community and stressed the importance of 

voting in the ‘up-and-coming’ local elections. “I urge you all to register to vote 

because voting is a tool that will help you to vote for a leader that will see to the 

needs of your community” he added. 

Through Operation Sukuma Sakhe, the government continues to ensuring service 

delivery and encouraging social mobilization where communities have a role in the 



delivery of government services in a more integrated way. Operation Sukuma Sakhe 

remains a positively goal oriented community outreach programme. It is quite a 

process but may not seem to be succeeding without the involvement and 

participation of its citizenry. To date, one would seek to commend the commitment 

and willingness of the provincial cabinet which has indeed significantly displayed its 

positive stance through all programmes achieved thus far to ensuring that the lives of 

the people change for the better.  

 


